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What is particularly enigmatic about this field of ruins is that it is bounded by four monumental stone portals, known as kirti-toranas, or "portals of glory," which were spared from the general destruction of the temple and still remain standing in almost pristine condition today ( fig. 2) . 2 Towering over 30 feet high and 40 feet wide, these structures possess a monumentality that is only vaguely sensed through photographs. Why should these lofty portals have been spared, when everything else within the intervening space was razed? And even more puzzling, why is it that this unusual pattern of destruction and preservation has not even been commented upon by most scholars of Deccani art and architecture? Oddly, the problem remains ignored, and instead, Warangal's four kirti-toranas have simply been accepted as unproblematic vestiges of the Kakatiya past.
3 Indeed, they have by now become emblematic icons of the Kakatiyas who built them, and by extension, of the Telugu Hindu identity that the Kakatiyas are often held to represent.
